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With just one more week of school, before Half Term, we thought
we would use this week’s school newsletter to inform you about
some events that are taking place locally.
Halton’s Health Improvement Team are running online
sessions to support families who face challenges with
getting their children to sleep, trying to successfully limit
their screen time and/or want to address fussy eating. All the
details you need to access these sessions are given below.
Daresbury Laboratory are also keen to promote their
magical chemistry and science show that is taking
th
place during half term – on 28 October. If you wish
to take part, you will need to register.
Next week, the children in Year 5 who have signed up
to take part in Bikeability will need to remember to
bring their bike and cycle helmet to school on
Monday and Tuesday. For those children in Year 6
who are taking part, you will need your bike and cycle helmet on
Wednesday.
If you wish to order a Christmas card, gift label, mug,
placemat or fridge magnet – with your child’s design –
from the School Christmas Card Project, the deadline for
rd
orders is 10am on Friday 23 October. We will not be
able to accept any late orders this year as we need to ensure that
we take delivery of all ordered items in good time for delivery
before Christmas.
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Pupil Premium and Free School Meals
Despite the reports that the number of families
accessing Universal Credit in Halton, and in the
country as a whole, has increased significantly since the start of
the pandemic, the number of children (and families) at our school
who are eligible for free school meals is at a record low.
In addition to covering the cost of a hot school meal – which is
equivalent to £475 each year for each child – children who are
entitled to free school meals (whether they take a school meal or
bring a packed lunch from home) also receive a ‘pupil premium’
that is added to our school budget.
Our school utilises the Pupil Premium to fund an extra adult in
Reception, an extra teacher in each of the other key stages (KS1,
LKS2 and UKS2) and to have a specialist reading teacher – who all
help us to narrow the gap in attainment between our most
disadvantaged pupils and their peers.

- Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
- Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
- The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
- Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working
Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no more than
£16,190)
- Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop
qualifying for Working Tax Credit
- Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your
household income must be less than £7,400 a year (after tax and
not including any benefits you get)
Children who get paid these benefits directly,
instead of through a parent or guardian, can
also get free school meals.

Parents’ Evening Update
The amount of funding that schools receive is substantial. We
received an extra £155,950 this year! However, if the existing
numbers of families who are currently claiming their ‘free school
meal’ entitlement is correct, our school stands to lose over
£49,000 from April 2021. Details of how we invest the Pupil
Premium allocated to our school and the impact this has had over
the last three years is detailed in the Pupil Premium section, on the
School Office page of our school website.
If you believe you may be entitled to claim for free school meals
and are yet to do so, please submit a claim this weekend.
Simply
click
on
the
following
link:
https://cyp.halton.gov.uk/Synergy/Live/SynergyWeb/Parents/def
ault.aspx,
send
an
email
to
RutlandHouseSharedAdminTeam@halton.gov.uk
(informing
them that you have a child who attends Halton Lodge Primary
School and you wish to check if they are eligible for free school
meals) or by telephoning 0151 511 7188.
Our records suggest that we have 39 children who are entitled to
free schools but are not claiming.
Families eligible for Free School Meals include anybody who gets:
- Income Support
- Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
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To give us time to make mutually agreeable appointment times –
as these will be conducted via Seesaw, Google Meet and/or
telephone - we have taken the decision to hold our
online/telephone Parents’ Evening Meetings during the week
th
beginning 16 November – rather than the first week back after
half term.
Further details of how to schedule an appointment will be sent
out during the first week in November.

School Uniform Orders Ready for Collection
Unless you have been contacted this week to be informed that
any school cardigans that you have ordered are still yet to be
delivered, all school uniform orders that have been placed are
now ready for collection. These can be collected from the school
office at any time this week, or next week.
We do have a few extra items in stock, so – with the exception of
school cardigans – if you need any extra items, this may be the
time to submit an enquiry (and place an order).
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